Minutes from the East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission Meeting, Oct. 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the town hall. Melissa Pionzio, Carol Lane, Betty Sennett, Mindy Mills Maynard, Kevin Gunning, Shirley Brooks, Val Bozzi present. Kristen Walsh absent.

Call To Order at 6:30 p.m.

Minutes from Sept. 17, 2015 meeting approved

No public comment

Open Studio Event on Nov. 8
1. Artist responses – Nine East Hampton Artists have agreed to open their studios to the public and 15 East Hampton, Portland, Colchester and Marlborough artists have asked to exhibit their work in spaces provided in the village center.
Kevin Gunning will create a basic design for the map/brochure. Melissa Pionzio has collected bios, images of the artists’ work and their photos as well as their web site or Facebook page information which Kevin can use as he feels is appropriate. The brochure will also include the names of the artists exhibiting in the village center. The Congregational Church, Goff House and Creations Framing and Gallery are the options for exhibitors. Commissioners discussed space issues at the exhibiting spaces and agreed that we are at the maximum level for exhibitors. Melissa can contact the exhibitors and ask them to provide bios for their spaces. Commissioners agreed that exhibitors would have a 5x5 space and three rack minimum. Creations may be too small of a venue for the event. Any artists that contact us to exhibit now will be referred to Epoch Arts or Old Bank, which has offered to host artists.

Kevin has created 24 open studio signs for the event. The signs can be posted at the open studios sites and at the top of Main Street at both ends – 66 and 16 and perhaps in Cobalt. The commission will request payment for the church hall after the event. Open studio artists can put out balloons the day of the event as well.
The commission will meet on Monday Nov. 2 to follow up on the event at the Goff House.

Financial Report - the commission has committed $600 for grants, $500 for the art purchase award, $125 for student art awards and $125 for an embosser for a total of $1350. An addition of open studio expenses will be provided for the next meeting.

Other Future Events
1. Singalong – tabled until the next meeting
1. Audition Workshop – tabled until the next meeting
1. Grants – Val Bozzi, who is a member of Podium Players, asked about how grant money can be used if an adjustment needs to be made. Podium had proposed that the grant money they were awarded be used for the East Hampton’s Got Talent event, which will be held in June, just outside the deadline for the use of the grant money. They really need funding for sound for their next intergenerational production. Epoch Arts also said they would like to use half the grant money for their Artopia event and the other half for another cultural event. Commissioners agreed that if the way the groups use the grant money changes, then a presentation from the organization before the commission is required. Commissioners agreed to ask Podium and Epoch to attend our special Nov. 2 meeting to explain any changes.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioners’ Reports and Events - Chatham Historical Society October Fest, Nov. 18 from noon to 4 p.m. with the theme Wopowog, held on the Historical Society grounds. Podium Players Moon Over the Brewery at Hope Church this weekend through this Saturday night and the weekend before Thanksgiving, Nov. 20 -22, and a performance titled Son of Pinocchio will be presented in the spring; Haddam Neck Congregational Church will host a turkey dinner on Oct. 24 at the Haddam Neck Grange Hall; the Monday before Thanksgiving Goodspeed has half price ticket opportunities for It’s a Wonderful Life if you bring a food donation, local children will be actors in the show. Betty Sennett said the East Hampton Art Association will host Vivenne Staiger who will do a watercolor demo on Oct. 28 at 7 p.m.
 No public comment
 
Adjournment at 8 p.m.
 
 


